
Calasanctius team who represented Ireland in World Schools Basketball Championships in Turkey 
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This year our range & level of extra-curricular activity went above & beyond all our expectations. On a team & individual basis in sport & 

non-sport activities we went on to confirm that it is possible to fulfil the spirit of our Mission Statement: 

“Our college exists to co-operate with parents in promoting the full and balanced development of children in a safe, and caring environment, 

recognising that each student, who enrols is unique and has different gifts as well as different needs”. 

We are referring, of course, to the fact that our students have a significant & unique opportunity to excel inside & outside the classroom. 

We are justifiably proud of our students, past & present, for their hard work, dedication & excellent performance in academic results, 

alongside their participation & successes on an international, national, provincial & county level in their chosen activities.      

This special commemorative edition of our newsletter arises as an acknowledgement & celebration of our excellence in extra-curricular 

activity in a very wide range of activities. Such success is epitomised by the fact that our girl’s basketball team was chosen by the Basketball 

Association of Ireland to represent Ireland in the 2009 World Schools Basketball Championships in Turkey. This was a unique honour for 

the girls, our school and their mentors and coaches, Joe Shields & Mary Rockall.  

Calasanctius College has a well-established link with Maree Basketball Club that goes back a long number of years. We have achieved many 

national honours; so much so that this school’s reputation in basketball, boys & girls, is the envy of many schools across the country.  

For this we are very grateful. 

Our Turkey trip couldn’t have happened without the ongoing support & goodwill of Joe Shields & Mary Rockall who give so freely of their 

time to coach our various girls’ teams. We know that everyone joins with us in thanking Joe & Mary for their hard work. To have a team 

representing Ireland in the World Championships brings to dizzy heights the success of their selfless “labour of love”. 

In the background a significant effort went into fundraising for the trip. We would especially like to thank the parents of the travelling 

group for their exceptional work in raising sufficient money to send out the team & coaches in a style befitting the honour bestowed on them 

in representing our country. 

Two teachers come in for special mention, Patricia Treacy & Ruth Broderick, for organising complementary in-school fundraising culmi-

nating in the “Calasanctius Got Talent” show, which was so successful that it may very well become an annual fundraiser for sport in gen-

eral.  Patricia & Ruth also accompanied the team & carried them through the trials & tribulations of competition at world level. A special 

thanks also goes to the staff of the school for assisting in the background. 

Finally we owe a debt of gratitude to our many sponsors who gave so generously to us. Without their support, it may have been impossible 

to send out the team in such style.  

A list of our sponsors is printed overleaf. Please support them as they have supported us.       

Joe Harrison, Principal.           Marian Merrick, Deputy Principal. 

May 2009.     

 

Back Row: Joe Shields, Lua Rahmani, Kate Lyons, Caitriona Foley, Sorcha Connolly, Sarah Reynolds, Sarah Drislane, Mary Rockall. 

Front Row: Aoife Fogarty, Vanessa Brennan, Aoife Greally, Ailish O’Reilly, Ciara Newell, Helena Lyons. 



Saturday 9th May ‘09 

Our final game was against 

Latvia. Catríona arrived into 

Mimar Sinan gym with her 

nose in a splint, saddened that 

she couldn’t play but deter-

mined to offer her full support 

to her team mates. 

On the third quarter, disaster 

struck again for the Irish team.  

difficult hard to come by, the triple threat of 

Catríona Foley, Ciara Newell and Ailish 

O’Reilly on the first break, with Kate Lyons 

and Sarah Reynolds showing their strength in 

rebounding kept us in the game.  Unfortunately 

the Luxembourg side just managed to pull away 

in the last minute winning the game by a nar-

row margin of 4, with a final score of 43 to 47. 

With such a tough game behind them, it was 

going to be difficult to come up against the 

tournament favourites, Turkey.  The girls put 

up a very strong fight making the Irish support 

swell with pride but the tall, athletic Turkish 

side proved too strong. The Irish girls may have 

been beaten on the scoreboard but their desire 

and heart to win was never outdone. The girls 

went back to their hotel and enjoyed a well 

deserved relaxing evening. 

Wednesday was ‘Cultural Day’ where we finally got to 

see the sights of Istanbul. We visited a museum, a mosque 

and the Turkish palace, followed by a visit to a few shops 

where we bought Turkish hats and other souvenirs. Next, 

we went on a three and a half hour boat ride where we had 

lunch and a chance to meet with basketball teams from 

other countries. 

Later that evening, ‘Culture Night’ was taking place, 

where each team did a song or act to represent their coun-

try.  Our team performed a tune on a traditional Irish tin 

whistle, and an Irish dance.  Each country also had a stand 

with pictures and foods of their country.  Our stand had a 

lovely poster with pictures of our school and village. 
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A special thank you to all 

those individuals and 

groups listed below for their 

generous support. 

Calasanctius College had the honour of sending 

their U16 girls basketball team to represent 

Ireland in the World Schools Championships in 

which teams from 27 different countries partici-

pated. 

Saturday 2nd May ‘09 

Our 12 team members, accompanied by their 

coaches, 2 teachers, 11 parents and 2 little 

brothers travelled to Dublin Airport, leaving the 

sleeping village of Oranmore at 6am. A twelve 

hour flight delay didn’t dampen spirits too 

much as finally at 11pm on Saturday night, the 

weary delegation left Ireland. 

Sunday 3rd May ‘09 

Arriving in Turkey on a crisp Sunday morning 

at 4.30am (Irish time!) was tiring in itself, but it 

would be another 2 hours before the Irish crew 

were united with their beds. After 5 hours sleep 

the team caught a mini bus, assigned to them 

for the week, to Mimar Sinan Gym for a 3 hour 

training session at 2.30pm. Excited and nervous 

the teams headed for their rooms that night as 

the championship and their rivals, Belgium and 

Estonia, would be waiting for them early the 

next morning. 

Monday 4th May ‘09 

The first match against Belgium was scheduled 

for 9am so the team headed for their bus at 

7.30am Turkish time, 5.30am Irish time!  

Despite a brave battle, our girls lost by the nar-

rowest of margins, 51 to 48. The supporters 

gave enthusiastic encouragement which no 

doubt raised spirits ahead of the second match 

which was against Estonia. This match was 

extremely important as it decided what division 

our team would play in for the rest of the week. 

Success followed as our girls had a resounding 

victory in defeating Estonia by 62 to 40. 

Turkey - The Calasanctius Experience  

Tuesday 5th May ‘09 

The Irish girls had a 

very tough day ahead. 

Their first match was 

against Luxembourg.  

This proved to be a 

very tough match with 

tensions rising  

between both teams.  

Although scores were 

Wednesday 6th May ‘09 

Thursday 7th May ‘09 

Today saw Calasanctius face Israel in the morning and Poland 

in the afternoon. Again the teams fought hard and the score 

was very close with Israel getting ahead in the closing min-

utes of the game. The final score was Israel 65, Ireland 59. 

The girls came back with renewed vigour in their second 

match of the day. Both teams needed a win but the Irish came 

out on top scoring 68 to Poland’s 55. 

Friday 8th May ‘09 

Next up was Slovakia. We got of to a good start, although the opposition had the 

advantage of being a great deal taller than us. Disaster struck when Catríona Foley 

who was also one of our tallest players dislocated her nose. In the end, we lost the 

game by about 15 points.         
Some  retail therapy was called for as well as 

taking time out to celebrate birthdays of our 

coach, Joe Shields and Tony Lyons. 

Lua Rahmani was brought to 

hospital with her nose bro-

ken!  Ireland won this match 

however against Latvia, 

scoring 63 points to their 57. 

Saturday night also brought 

with it the closing disco. 

After a hard week of basket-

ball, all were ready to let 

their hair down! 

Sunday 10th May ‘09 

On our final day, we enjoyed the World Finals 

where the Spanish girls defeated Turkey while 

the Turkish boys claimed victory over Serbia.   

The entire trip was a once  in a lifetime  

experience, a great week of basketball, fun, 

laughter and song. 

Calasanctius have been ranked 

15th in the world  
- a wonderful achievement. 

The girls have done their school  

and their country proud.  

Well done! 
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